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I. j^ Account of an extraordinary Stream of 
Wind, which Jhot thro Part of the Ratifies 
of Termonomungan and Urncy, in the 
County of Tyrone, on Wednefday Odober 
II, 1 75 2. iy Wm. Henry, Z). D, ReBor 
of the Parijh of Urney : Communicated by 
the right honourable the Lord Cadogan, 

Read Jan. n.A ■ ^HE air for the whole day was fercne 
' '^^ ^ ' X ^^^ ^^ * fometimes a gentle breeze 
from the fouth-eaft. About four of the clock in the 
afternoon, the iky feemed to open 5 and there was a 
flafh of lightning from the fouth-eaft. In the fpace of 
half an hour after, there was heard thunder, as at a 
great diftance, from the fame point. About five the 
iky was a little overcaft with clouds i but the air con- 
tinued in a dead calm. On a fudden there was 
heard a violent rufliing noife j the fky feemed to open » 
and emitted a flafli of hghtning, but no noife of thun- 
der J and a ftream of wind inftantly enfued, the vio- 
lence of which nothing could refift. 

This ftream of wind, fo far as can be traced by 
the efFe€ts, arofe from a glin called Allgolan, and 
continued its courfe for three miles from fouth-eaft 
to north- weft. The violent current of it feemed to 
be confined to a fpace about 16 fcQt in breadth, and 
the whole body of the air in motion did not exceed 
fixty feet, as may be computed from fome of the fol- 
lowing particulars, which happened in the little 
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village of Lifnacloon in the parifh of Termonomun- 
gan^ and the edge of the parifh of Urney. 

At the diftance of a mile to the fouth-eaft of this 
village J it cut a line thro* feveral clamps of turf, 
which were ftanding in a bog, and tumbled down 
all the clamps in this hne. Thence it crofs'd the 
river Derge, in the fame line, and dafli'd up the wa- 
ter with great noife and violence, as vsras obferved 
by John Kyle, who has mills on the river, and feve- 
ral others* Thence, in the fame line, and at the 
fpacc of half a mile, it took the village of Lifnacloon, 
where there are 13 dwelling-houfes, befide office- 
houfes, belonging to farmers and cottagers, fcattered 
irregularly. 

I ft, It dafhed down an hay-ftack belonging to 
Wm. Montietb, which was the firft objefl: in its way 5 
and ftripped intirely twelve feet off the roof of his 
dwelling-houfe. 

2dly, It knocked down Henry Carolan's turf-ftack, 
and carried fome of the turf above 300 yards over 
the cabbins Into the fields, 

3dly, At the diftance of 69 paces, it took Henry 
Crawford's houfe. Full in the broadfide of which, 
it ftripped 59 feet, leaving each of the ends, above 
and below the ftream of air, quite unmoved. This 
particular points out its utmoft breadth. 

At the back of this houfe it overfet an hay-rick, 
which ftood in its line ; but did not ruffle any of the 
corn-ftacks, which ftood within a few yards to the 

Borth fide. 

4. It knocked off eight feet of the roof of Solomon 

FolUot's kiln, which ftood in its line, 

5. It 
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f. It levelled ^5 feet of David Montieth's g^dm- 
ditch, 

6. ft levelled, in the fame dired: llnei Wm. Fol- 
liot the younger's hay^Ilack;, which ftood foutfa-eaft 
from his houfe* 

7, It burft with incredible violence thro' his cow- 
houfe, and cut a paflage o£ t6 feet quite thro* it, 
And carried fome of the ribs of the houfe before it 
400 yards into the field : The reft of the houfe was a 
little ruffled. His wife, who was gone into the cow- 
houfe a minute before^ was knocked down by one of 
the ribs falling. She declared^ that it was a dead calni 
the minute before ; when, on a fudden> fhe faw a 
flafli of lightnings and heard and felt the violent 
ftorm j but heard no thunder. 

Old William Folliot, aged 93, who was walking 
in the field, at the back of the houfe, was blown 
down, and grievoufly bruifed. He faw the light* 
ning, but heard no thunder. 

Solomon Folliot, being in the fame field (but out 
of the line, in which the flream of wind pafled) 
felt no wind, but heard a mighty rufhing noife, and 
faw the timber, thatch, turf, and duft of the houfes, 
fly by him, at the diftance of forty yards. He faw 
a flight of rooks dafhed down in the fame field* 

In this village are fcveral other inhabited houfes, 
both on the north and fouth fides of the courfe of 
this ftream, none of which were in the leaft ruffled* 
The air continued flill, among thefe houfes ; and the 
inhabitants ftood aflonifhed, on feeing the fudden 
devaftation fo near them. 

After paffing this village, the flream was conti- 
nued in the fame line, but with lefs violence, to a 
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large hill in the parifli of Urney, which is called 
Muckle; and, on the north fide of the hill, at the 
diftance of a mile from Lifnacloon, burft open the 
door of John Ranking, a weaver, and broke down 
a web in his loom. As at this laft place it entered 
a large bog, which is extended for three miles, it 
could be traced no farther. 

The time, in which this ftream pafled thro* the 
village of Lifnacloon, was about five minutes. It 
was fucceeded immediately by a torrent of rain. 

Having been informed of this extraordinary phse- 
nomenon, that I might have the more perfect know- 
lege of all particulars, I took with me two gentle- 
men. Dr. Michael Law, a phyfician of note, and the 
reverend Charles Rhea, on the 20th inftant, from 
Strabane, and view'd and meafur'd on the fpot the 
eourfe of this violent fl:ream, as it appeared by the 
marks; and at the fame time examined minutely 
the feveral inhabitants of the village of Lifnacioon, 
who were eye-witnefles of this fad ; and from their 
united tefl:imonie8, and my own ocular obfervationSj 
coUeded the above account; 

Given under my hand this 21 day of Oiflober, 

William Henry, D. D. 

Redor of the Parifti of Urney. 



IL 



